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Annual Cooking Competition  (March 20-22) 
 By Evan Goike (Troop Scribe) 
 
This cooking competition turned out great.  The weekend started off great.  Set 
up was fast and easy.  Then when it came time for cracker barrel, we all enjoyed 
Mr. Patton’s giant pretzels. Then everyone headed off to bed.  This night was 
different from other camp outs.  Usually we stay up very late and fool around, 
but this camp out was different.  We all went to bed a lot earlier than normal, this 
means we got to bed around 1:30-ish.  Waking up the next morning to the cold 
was not fun.  Getting breakfast cooked and ready was easy for the Bulls but for 

the Dragonz’s there was a little trouble.  
A mistake was made in the shopping and 
they had to improvise to fix it.  It all 
worked out for them in the end.   
 
After breakfast everyone went off and did their own thing.  Lunch went by 
without a problem.  Then the same with dinner.  Saturday night was filled with 
much fun around the nice fire that was built by Mr. Rembiez.  We all played 
pointless games and laughed at the fire.  My favorite part of it was playing a 
game called the green glass door and watching Brendan being completely 
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Troop Meeting/Themes:  
Where: Morgan Elementary 
When: Monday – weekly 
 
April 6 : Backpacking – what every backpacker 
needs to know 
April 13: Spring break – no meeting 
April 20: Personal Fitness 
April 27 : First Aid  
May 4: Patton Bridge Project – community service 
project 
 

Important Phone Numbers: 
Mr.  Bob Finta, Scoutmaster                            586.254.2459 
Mrs. Linda Pyles, Asst. Scoutmaster               586.322-0718 
Mr. Chris Patton, Asst. Scoutmaster  586.530.1603 
Mr. Bill Vasilides, Asst. Scoutmaster  248.651.1560 
Mr. Rick Colombo, Committee Chair   586.731.7228 

Troop Committee Meeting:  
April 8, 2009   7:00pm 
Location: TBD 
 
All parents are welcome to attend. 
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confused.  Then we all got tired and went off to bed.  Then the next morning was 
almost the same as the other.  Breakfast 
went by easy and then it was time for taking 
down the camp.  Take down started off slow 
at first but then it was completed in no time.  
Then we all called down for the lateen and 
we had to completely wash it out with only 
some buckets of water and a rake.  Then we 
went off into the woods and found this great 
spot on a bridge and we had a great Scouts 

Own provided by Tommy.  Then we had our round table which completed the 
weekend at D-BAR-A.  We were free to head home.  Over all it was a great and fun weekend with no problems.  
 
 
UPCOMIMG EVENTS: 
 
Summer Camp  (July 12 – 18): 

For those who don’t already, know our Troop 
will be camping in the Blackhawk area.  Camp 
Blackhawk is located on Big Blue Lake, where 
Scouts swim, canoe, row and sail.  Scouts 
attending  

We will be traveling to Camp Owasippe on July 
12 through the 18th, 2009.  The total cost of just 

the camp will be $260.00 per scout (not including the late fee) and 
$135.00 per adult. I would plan on the total cost to be in the neighborhood of $300.00 when you add 
transportation, souvenirs, etc. 

Please make sure you have sufficient in your Scout and/or Adult Passbook account to cover the cost of this 
trip.  If you are unsure of how much is in your account, please see Mr. Dau (Treasurer), or email him at 
rcddau@ameritech.net. 

  

Whitewater Rafting Trip (June 18-21)  New River, W Virginia through ACE Adventure Resort  

ACE Adventure Resort is an outfitter for West Virginia whitewater rafting and adventure vacations.  
Located in the New River Gorge National River in Wild and Wonderful West 
Virginia, they have 1400-acres to accommodate a plethora of outdoor sports 
and activities. For more info click here:  http://www.aceraft.com/ 

Our trip plan is as follows: 
Thursday: June 18 – Drive to ACE Adventure Camp (W. Virginia)  
Friday: June 19:  Whitewater Rafting on the New River – All Day Trip  
Saturday: ½ optional day event (such as Rappelling, Rock Climbing, 
Horseback Riding, Biking); ½ day on your own.  Two adults need to be with 
the scouts at all times. 
Sunday – Drive back home 
 
Cost: Rafting and a half day of another activity: ~$180-$200 
With campsite, gas, food, misc items: up to $300 
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We will be having a planning meeting in late April, so if you are unsure of whether this is something you 
want to attend, this would be a great opportunity to learn more and make a final decision.  
 
We need to finalize our trip plans by the end of April.  For more information, please contact Mr. Dau 
 
 

Scout/Adult Passbook Balances 
(by Mr. Dau -  Treasurer) 
If at any time a Scout or Parent needs to know how much money they have in their account, or need a history 
of transactions for an account, please contact me during a Troop meeting or via email (rcddau@ameritech.net).  
That way you can always keep up-to-date on your Passbook Account(s). For the adults of the new scouts, 
there is no need to set up a Passbook account for yourself, unless you want to do that. If you elect to have 
just a Scout Passbook Account, and you want to attend a campout, the cost of your trip will be deducted 
from your Scout’s account.  For those Committee Member adults who do not have their own Passbook 
Account, the re-chartering dues were taken out of your Scout’s Account.  
 

Troop 156 Event Calendar for 2009 
** Scout must have sufficient funds in their Passbook account to attend events 
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Scoutmaster Minutes  
 

Choose a Door 

Imagine a man walking down a corridor.  

At intervals along the floor of the corridor are keys. The man stops to pick some up keys and leaves others. Maybe he 
cannot hold all of the keys. Perhaps he is lazy and does not choose to pick up a particular key.  

He comes to a large room with many doors. Each door can be unlocked with a key. A few doors are already open. The 
man looks at the doors and reads the signs on them. Some of the doors are very attractive. Some hold no interest for 
him. Unfortunately, a few of the very attractive doors require keys that he did not pick up, and he cannot open the 
doors.  

Date Event Info 
April 17-19 Chippy Trail Backpacking (Lost Lake)  
April 21 District Dinner $25/person 
May 8-10 Dorchester (Canada) Tents 
May 18 Spring Court of Honor  
May 25 – 30 Mackinac Island Scout Service Camp 

(Mackinac) Island 
 

June (xx) Summer Picnic Stoney Creek Park 
June 18-22 Canoe Trip/Whitewater Rafting   Tents 
July 12-18 Summer Camp – Owasippe Tents 
Aug 14-16 Backpacking – Location TBD Tents 
  Sea Base Trip  Dec 2009 week between Christmas 

and New Year; or Winter Break 2010 
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The keys are opportunities. The corridor is your life. The room is a cusp (where you have to make a choice) in your 
life. The doors are goals or rewards.  

If you do not grab the opportunities as you travel through life, you will not be able to unlock the door to your goal or 
reward.  

Get good grades now!! so that doors remain open for you for scholarships, or even college.  

Advance now!! So that you can finish your Eagle requirements before life throws roadblocks in your path.  

Exercise now!! So that you will have a better opportunity to make the team next season.  

Pick up the keys now!! So that you can open the doors when you want to or have to make a choice. 
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Clinton Valley Council:  http://cvc-bsa.org/ 
Ojibwa District:  http://ojibwa.cvc-bsa.org 
Boy Scouts of America Online Learning Center:  http://olc.scouting.org/info/ypt.html 
Clinton Valley Council Training:  http://training.cvc-bsa.org 
Scout Stuff:  http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsasupply/ 


