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Electronics Weekend  (February 20-22) 
 By Evan Goike (Troop Scribe) 

 
 This weekend camping trip with Troop 156 started out just like any other 
one.  We arrived @ Camp Rotary in Ray Township, and we all rushed into the 
Lodge to get a good bunk.  Then we rushed to set up the dining fly.  It went up 
fast, but putting the walls up gave us some trouble.  After that we all went in to 
start playing some video games, which was the theme for this weekend.   Most 
of our time was spent playing “Call to 
Duty 5”, but many other games were 
played too.  Many of the Scouts brought 
along their own TV’s, so we had lots of 
equipment to use.  We had a big 

campfire going most of the time too. 
 
The middle of the day on Saturday it started to snow, so this gave us the fun 
chance to go outside and do stuff.  Saturday night the wind really started to pick 
up.  The dining fly was being blown so hard that we had to go outside and take 
the top off of it, as it was starting to move.  This was the worst part of the 
weekend for most people.  The meals over the weekend were great, and everybody got along good.  We had a lot of 
Troop members come this weekend, especially the new guys who just crossed over into the Troop.  If you didn’t go 
you missed a fun time. 
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Troop Meeting:  
Where: Morgan Elementary 
When: Monday - weekly 
Begins: 7 pm 
  Beginning 3/2  Fishing / Fly Fishing Merit Badge(s) 
   
 
 
The Weekend Update 

Important Phone Numbers: 
Mr.  Bob Finta, Scoutmaster                            586.254.2459 
Mrs. Linda Pyles, Asst. Scoutmaster               586.322-0718 
Mr. Chris Patton, Asst. Scoutmaster  586.530.1603 
Mr. Bill Vasilides, Asst. Scoutmaster  248.651.1560 
Mr. Rick Colombo, Committee Chair   586.731.7228 

\ 

Troop Committee Meeting:  
March 4, 2009   7:00pm 
Location: TBD 
 
All parents are welcome to attend. 
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Electronics Weekend  (February 20-22) 
 By Ryan Dau (Troop Scribe) 

 
      This weekend’s campout was REALLY fun.  For all of you who didn’t go, 
you really missed out.  You got to 
do what you do every weekend.  
Play videogames!    
      We cooked all our meals 
outside, in freezing cold weather.  
The food we ate, appearing in 
order of consumption were 
pancakes and bacon (Sat 
Breakfast), walking tacos (Sat 

Lunch), spaghetti (Sat Dinner), and scrambled eggs (Sun Breakfast). 
 
 Now to the video games.  There were a total of seven systems present, including a Game Cube, three PS2’s, a 
Wii, an Xbox, and an Xbox 360.  We were allowed to play video games in 
between our chores.  Some of the games played included Call of Duty, Medal of 
Honor, Destroy all Humans and Wii Mario Kart.  We did the usual camping 
things which included cooking, cleaning, and cutting wood (which was actually 
a first for me.) 
 To top it all off, we did the Scouts Own, essentially a short Sunday 
Mass created by one of the Boys, in this case, me.  There was an opening 
prayer, readings from the Bible and a closing prayer. Some of the Scouts helped 
with all three sections of the mass.  Mr. Patton explained the meaning 
afterwards. After cleaning and mopping the cabin floor, we left to go home. 
 The weekend was really fun, and I hope to do it again. 
 
 
UPCOMIMG EVENTS: 
 
Summer Camp  (July 12 – 18): 

Owasippe Scout Reservation is owned and 
operated by the Chicago Area Council, BSA.  
Since 1911, Owasippe has provided an 
exceptional summer camping experience, 
making it the oldest continuously operating 
Scout camp in the nation.  Owasippe consists of 
almost 4800 acres of lush forests, lakes, streams 
and hiking trails.  The Camp is located at 9900 

Russell Road, Twin Lake, Michigan.  Scouts from across the nation 
have attended Owasippe’s Summer camping programs, which include Boy Scout Camp, Venture Camp, and 
Second Year Webelos Camp.  Camp Blackhawk is located on Big Blue Lake, where Scouts swim, canoe, 
row and sail.  Scouts attending Camp Blackhawk eat their meals in a large dining hall.  Camp Wolverine is 
located on lake Wolverine, where Scouts canoe and row.  Hot meals are delivered directly to the campsites 
at Wolverine and Scouts attending that camp swim in a pool. 

This is a great opportunity to earn merit badges and have fun with your Troop. All Scouts should 
seriously consider going. The sign up sheet is still available at the Troop meetings.  Camp Owasippe 
information can be found at the Chicago Area Council website: www.chicagobsa.org 
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Whitewater Rafting Trip (June 19-21)  New River, W Virginia through ACE Adventure Resort  

ACE Adventure Resort is an outfitter for 
West Virginia whitewater rafting and 
adventure vacations.  Located in the New 
River Gorge National River in Wild and 
Wonderful West Virginia, they have 1400-
acres to accommodate a plethora of outdoor 
sports and activities. 

 
ACE Adventure Resort offers a variety of outdoor activities.  From some of 
the best  whitewater rafting in the world, to rock climbing, mountain biking, 
zip lines and rope courses, ATV rides, mud obstacle course, horseback riding, 
kayak clinics, and an on-site adventure lake and beach.  The New River is 
known for its high volume massive waves and holes and the season lasts from 
April to October. 

The sign-up sheet is available at the Troop meetings.  This trip will 
include one day of rafting and a second day of optional activities, like 
those described above.    
 
For more info click here:  http://www.aceraft.com/ 

 
 

Troop 156 Event Calendar for 2009 
** Scout must have sufficient funds in their Passbook account to attend events 
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Date Event Info 
Mar 7 District Pinewood Derby  
Mar 20-22 Annual Cooking Competition Cabin  Eagles Nest @ Camp D-Bar-A 
Month of 
March 

Annual Troop Fertilizer Sale Fundraiser 

April 4 Fertilizer Delivery 

Great opportunity for Scouts to 
raise money for their Passbook 
account 

April 17-19 Chippy Trail Backpacking (Lost Lake)  Tents 
April 21 District Dinner $25/person 
March 14 Rally around the Boys Ojibwa District 

Road Rally 
 

May 8-10 Dorchester (Canada) Tents 
May 25 – 30 Mackinac Island Scout Service Camp 

(Mackinac) Island 
 

June 19-21  Canoe Trip/Whitewater Rafting   Tents 
July 12-18 Summer Camp – Owasippe Tents 
Aug 14-16 Backpacking – Location TBD Tents 
  Sea Base Trip  Dec 2009 week between Christmas 

and New Year; or Winter Break 2010 
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Scoutmaster Minutes  
 
This is taken from the book  The Last Lecture  by Randy Pausch. (which I read while the Scouts played 
video games during Electronics Weekend) 
 
“A lot of professors give talks titled “The Last Lecture”.  Professors are asked to consider their demise and 
to ruminate on what matters most to them.  And while they speak, audiences can’t help but to mull the same 
question: What wisdom would we impart to the world if we knew it was out last chance?  If we had to 
vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our legacy?”  Randy, a highly regarded computer science 
professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give such a lecture. The lecture he gave – “Really Achieving 
Your Childhood Dreams” was about the importance of overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of 
others, seizing every moment (because “time is all you have .. and you may find one day that you have less 
than you think”).  Carnegie Mellon’s graduate program in computer science is ranked 4th in the nation by 
U.S. News and World Report. 
 
The following passage was from a section of the book entitled “Enabling the Dreams of Others”. 
 
 

Earnest Is Better Than Hip 
 
 “I’ll take an earnest person over a hip person every time, because hip is short-term. Earnest is long-
term. 
 Earnest is highly underestimated. It comes from the core, while hip is trying to impress you with the 
surface. 
 “Hip” people love parodies. But there’s no such thing as a timeless parody, is there? I have more 
respect for the earnest guy who does something that can last for generations.  Hip people feel the need to 
parody. 
 When I think of someone who is earnest, I think of a Boy Scout who works hard and becomes an 
Eagle Scout.  When I was interviewing people to work for me, and I came upon a candidate who had been an 
Eagle Scout, I’d almost always try to hire him.  I knew there had been an earnestness about him that 
outweighed any superficial urges toward hipness. 
 
 Think about it. Becoming an Eagle Scout is just about the only thing you can put on your resume at 
age fifty that you did at age fourteen – and it still impresses.”  
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Clinton Valley Council:  http://cvc-bsa.org/ 
Ojibwa District:  http://ojibwa.cvc-bsa.org 
Boy Scouts of America Online Learning Center:  http://olc.scouting.org/info/ypt.html 
Clinton Valley Council Training:  http://training.cvc-bsa.org 
Scout Stuff:  http://www.scoutstuff.org/bsasupply/ 


